
BLACK (AFRICAN-AMERICAN) 
HISTORY MONTH: FEBRUARY

The �rst recorded Africans 
in British North America 
(including most of the future United States) 
arrived in 1619 as indentured servants 
who settled in Jamestown, Virginia

The popular conception of a race-based slave 
system did not fully develop until the 1700s. 
During the 1770s Africans, both enslaved and free, 
helped rebellious English colonists 
secure American Independence

In 1863, during the American Civil War, 
President Abraham Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation

In the last decade of the nineteenth century, 
racially discriminatory laws and racial violence 
aimed at African Americans began to mushroom 
in the United States

The desperate conditions of African Americans in the South 
that sparked the Great Migration of the early 20th century, 
combined with a growing African-American intellectual 
and cultural elite in the Northern United States, 
led to a movement to �ght violence and discrimination 
against African Americans

The Civil Rights Movement aimed at abolishing public 
and private acts of racial discrimination against African Americans 
between 1954 to 1968, particularly in the southern United States

By 1966, the emergence of the Black Power movement, 
which lasted from 1966 to 1975, 
expanded upon the aims of the Civil Rights Movement 
to include racial dignity, economic and political self-suf�ciency, 
and freedom from white authority

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 
and the conditions which brought it into being 
are credited with putting pressure on President John F. Kennedy 
and then Lyndon B. Johnson that culminated in the passage 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that banned discrimination 
in public accommodations, employment, and labor unions

In 2008, Democratic Sen. Barack Obama defeated Republican Sen. John McCain 
becoming the �rst African-American elected to the of�ce of President of the United States.
Ninety-five percent of African American voters voted for Obama

1790  757,208  19.3% (highest)  697,681  92%

1820  1,771,656  18.4%    1,538,022  87%

1860  4,441,830  14.1%    3,953,731  89%

1900  8,833,994  11.6%    -   -

1930  11.9 million  9.7% (lowest)   -   -

1970  22.6 million  11.1%    -   -

Year  Number % of total population Slaves In slavery

2000  36.6 million  12.3%    -   -

From their earliest presence in North America, African Americans have contributed literature, art, agricultural skills, 
foods, clothing styles, music, language, social and technological innovation to American culture.
African American music is one of the most pervasive African-American cultural in�uences in the United States 
today and is among the most dominant in mainstream popular music. 
Hip hop, R&B, funk, rock and roll, soul, blues, and other contemporary American musical forms originated in black 
communities and evolved from other black forms of music, including blues, ragtime, jazz, and gospel music. 
African American-derived musical forms have also in�uenced and been incorporated into virtually 
every other popular musical genre in the world, including country and techno
Many African-American authors have written stories, poems, and essays in�uenced by their experiences 
as African Americans. African American literature is a major genre in American literature. 
Famous examples include Langston Hughes, James Baldwin, Richard Wright, Zora Neale Hurston, Ralph Ellison, 
Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison, and Maya Angelou
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Poverty rate in 2007 
for single-race blacks, 
statistically unchanged 
from 2006

The percentage of single-race blacks 
lacking health insurance in 2007, 
down from 20.5% in 2006

The annual median income 
of single-race black households 
in 2007, up from $32,876
(in 2007 constant dollars) in 2006

Number of 
black-owned
businesses

The number of black-owned �rms 
in New York in 2002, which led all states. 
New York City alone had 98,080 
such �rms, which led all cities

These �rms 
accounted for 55% 
of their total receipts, 
or $49 billion 

Revenues for
black-owned
businesses in

2002

Nationally, the percentage of households 
with a householder who is single-race black 
who lived in owner-occupied homes.

The rate was higher 
in certain states, 
such as Mississippi

The percentage of single-race 
blacks 16 and older 

who work in management, 
professional and 

related occupations

Percentage of families
among households with a

single-race black householder

Among families with 
single-race black householders, 
the percentage that are 
married couples

 
1.2 million – among single-race blacks 
25 and older, the number who 
had an advanced degree

717,000 blacks
had an advanced degree

Among single-race blacks 25 and older, 
the proportion who had at least 
a high school diploma in 2007

Percentage of single-race blacks 
25 and older who had 
a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2007.

Number of single-race 
black college

Number of single-race black 
military veterans 
in the United States in 2007. 
More military veterans are black 
than any other minority group

As of July 1, 2007, the estimated 
population of black residents 

in the United States, including 
those of more than one race.

This �gure represents an increase 
of more than half a million residents 

from one year earlier

The proportion of the 
black population 
younger than 18 

as of July 1, 2007 The proportion of the 
black population 
65 and older
as of July 1, 2007

The increase in Georgia’s black population 
between July 1, 2006, and July 1, 2007, 
which led all states. Texas (62,000), 
Florida (48,000) and North Carolina (45,000) 
also recorded large increases


